CANCIONES MACHADIANAS

(MACHADIAN SONGS)

for Contralto or Baritone and Piano
on Poems by ANTONIO MACHADO (1875-1939)
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I1. Caballitos de madera
(II. LITTLE WOODEN WORSES)
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(V. ONLY THE FOUNTAIN WAS HEARD)
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Index of Poems

Canciones Machadianas
ANTONIO MACHADO (1875-1939)

I. Yo voy sonando caminos .....

Yo voy sofiando caminos
de la tarde. jLas colinas
doradas, los verdes pinos,
las polvorientas encinas!...

(Adonde el camino ira?
Yo voy cantando, viajero
a lo largo del sendero...
—La tarde cayendo esta—,

«En el corazoén tenia
la espina de una pasion;
logré arrancarmela un dia:
ya no siento el corazén».

Y todo el campo un momento
se queda, mudo y sombrio,
meditando. Suena el viento
en los alamos del rio.

La tarde mas se obscurece;
y el camino que serpea
y débilmente blanquea,
se enturbia y desaparece.

Mi cantar vuelve a plaiiir:
«Aguda espina dorada,
quién te pudiera sentir
en el corazon clavada».

II. Caballitos de madera. ........

Pegasos, lindos pegasos,
caballitos de madera.

Yo conoci, siendo nifio,
la alegria de dar vueltas
sobre un corcel colorado,
en una noche de fiesta.

En el aire polvoriento
chispeaban las candelas,

y la noche azul ardia

toda sembrada de estrellas.
jAlegrias infantiles

que cuestan una moneda

de cobre, lindos pegasos,

caballitos de madera!

II1. Dentro de mi corazém . . .....

Anoche cuando dormia
soné, jbendita ilusion!
que una fontana fluia
dentro de mi corazon.
Di, ;por qué acequia escondida,
agua, vienes hasta mi,
manantial de nueva vida
de donde nunca bebi?

Machadian Songs
ANTONIO MACHADO (1875-1939)

I.I go dreaming of roads . .......

I go dreaming of roads

in the evening. The hills,

golden, the green pines,

the dusty holm oaks...
Where will the road lead?

I go singing, traveler,

along the path...

—The evening is falling—
“In my heart I had

the thorn of a passion;

one day I managed to pull it out:

I no longer feel my heart.”

And all the countryside, briefly,
remains silent and somber,
meditating. The wind sounds
in the poplars by the river.

The evening grows darker still;
and the road that winds
and faintly turns white
grows dim and disappears.

My song begins to lament again:
“Sharp golden thorn,
who could feel you
driven into the heart?”

II. Little wooden worses. ........

Pegasi, lovely Pegasi,
little wooden horses.

I knew, when I was a child,
the joy of going round and round
on a red steed
on a festive night.

In the dusty air
the lights sparkled,
and the blue night burned,
entirely strewn with stars.

Childhood joys
that cost a copper coin,
lovely Pegasi,
little wooden horses!

II1. Inside my heart .............

Last night, while I was sleeping,
I dreamed—Dblessed illusion!—
that a fountain was flowing
inside my heart.

Tell me, by what hidden channel,
water, do you come to me,
spring of new life
from which I have never drunk?



Anoche cuando dormia
soné, jbendita ilusién!
que una colmena tenia
dentro de mi corazon,;

y las doradas abejas
iban fabricando en él,
con las amarguras viejas,
blanca cera y dulce miel.

Anoche cuando dormia
soné, jbendita ilusién!
que un ardiente sol lucia
dentro de mi corazon.

Era ardiente porque daba
calores de rojo hogar,
y era sol porque alumbraba
y porque hacia llorar.

Anoche cuando dormia
soné, jbendita ilusion!
que era Dios lo que tenia
dentro de mi corazon.

IV. Inventario galante ... ... .......

Tus 0jos me recuerdan
las noches de verano,
negras noches sin luna,
orilla al mar salado,

y el chispear de estrellas
del cielo negro y bajo.
Tus o0jos me recuerdan
las noches de verano.

Y tu morena carne,
los trigos requemados,

y el suspirar de fuego
de los maduros campos.

De tu morena gracia,
de tu sonar gitano,
de tu mirar de sombra
quiero llenar mi vaso.

Me embriagaré una noche
de cielo negro y bajo,
para cantar contigo,
orilla al mar salado,

una cancién que deje
cenizas en los labios...
De tu mirar de sombra
quiero llenar mi vaso.

V.So6lo 1la fuenteseoia ...........

Era una noche del mes
de mayo, azul y serena.
Sobre el agudo ciprés
brillaba la luna llena,

iluminando la fuente
en donde el agua surtia
sollozando intermitente.
Sélo la fuente se oia.

35

Last night, while I was sleeping,
I dreamed—Dblessed illusion!—
that I had a beehive
inside my heart;

and the golden bees
were making in it,
from old bitterness,
white wax and sweet honey.

Last night, while I was sleeping,
I dreamed—Dblessed illusion!—
that a burning sun was shining
inside my heart.

It was burning because it gave
the warmth of a red hearth,
and it was a sun because it gave light
and because it made me weep.

Last night, while I was sleeping,
I dreamed—Dblessed illusion!—
that what I had
inside my heart was God.

IV. Gallant inventory............. 18

Your eyes remind me
of summer nights,
black nights without a moon,
by the salty sea,

and of the sparkling of stars
in the low, dark sky.

Your eyes remind me
of summer nights.

And your dark skin
reminds me of sun-scorched wheat,
and the fiery sigh
of ripened fields.

From your dark grace,
from your gypsy dreaming,
from your shadowed gaze
I want to fill my cup.

One night I will get drunk
with a low, dark sky,
to sing with you
by the salty sea,

a song that leaves
ashes on the lips...

From your shadowed gaze
I want to fill my cup.

V. Only the fountain was heard. .. 22

It was a night in the month
of May, blue and serene.
Upon the pointed cypress
the full moon was shining,
illuminating the fountain
where the water was gushing,
sobbing intermittently.
Only the fountain was heard.
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Después, se escuchd el acento
de un oculto ruiseior.
Quebroé una racha de viento
la curva del surtidor.

Y una dulce melodia
vago por todo el jardin:
entre los mirtos taiia
un musico su violin.

FEra un acorde lamento
de juventud y de amor
para la luna y el viento,
el agua y el ruisefior.

«El jardin tiene una fuente
y la fuente una quimera...»
cantaba una voz doliente,
alma de la primavera.

Callé la voz y el violin
apagdé su melodia.

Quedo la melancolia
vagando por el jardin.
Sélo la fuente se oia.

VI. Juventud nunca vivida .......

La primavera besaba
suavemente la arboleda,

y el verde nuevo brotaba
como una verde humareda.

Las nubes iban pasando
sobre el campo juvenil...

Yo vi en las hojas temblando
las frescas lluvias de abril.

Bajo ese almendro florido,
todo cargado de flor
—recordé—, yo he maldecido
mi juventud sin amor.

Hoy, en mitad de la vida,
me he parado a meditar...
jJuventud nunca vivida
quién te volviera a sonar!

Then was heard the note
of a hidden nightingale.
A gust of wind broke
the curve of the jet.

And a sweet melody
wandered through the whole garden:
among the myrtles there sounded
a musician’s violin.

It was a lamenting chord
of youth and love
for the moon and the wind,
the water and the nightingale.

“The garden has a fountain
and the fountain a chimera...”
sang a sorrowful voice,
the soul of spring.

The voice fell silent and the violin
extinguished its melody.
Melancholy remained
wandering through the garden.
Only the fountain was heard.

VI. Youth never lived............. 27

Spring was kissing
the grove gently,
and new green was sprouting
like green smoke.

The clouds were passing
over the youthful countryside...
I saw on the leaves, trembling,
the fresh April rains.

Beneath that blooming almond,
heavy with blossom
—I remembered—I once cursed
my loveless youth.

Today, in the middle of life,

I have stopped to reflect...
Youth never lived,
who could dream you again!



