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PROLOGO

Las variaciones que presento aqui estan basadas en una de las melodias mas arraigadas en la
cultura espainola: la Marcha Real Espariole; antiguamente llamada Marcha Granadera, de
Honor, Qficial o Nacional,y en el dia de escribir esta obra Himno Nacional.

Su historia y origenes son muy poco conocidos, pues ni siquiera se sabe con veracidad el
nombre de su compositor. Hay, entre varias, dos posibles autorias; una la atribuye al Rey de
Prusia FEDERICO Il EL. GRANDE (1712-1786) y la otra a MANUEL ESPINOSA DE LOS MONTEROS
(1729-1810).

Es sabido que FEDERICO II EL. GRANDE compuso no solo marchas militares, sino también sona-
tas para flauta y clavecin; de hecho cuando el monarca recibi6é en audiencia de despedida a su
vuelta a Madrid al embajador de Espafia don PEDRO ABARCA DE BOLEA, conde de Aranda
(1718-1799), le dijo estas palabras: «Tomad, seior ministro, esta marcha militar, que tenia desti-
nada para honrar a mi persona». No tenemos constancia documental de esto, siendo la tradi-
cion lo Gnico en que se basa esta teoria de paternidad federiquiana.

Lo que si conocemos es un manuscrito espafiol, de 1761, que la contiene. El titulo del documen-
to es: «Libro de la Ordenanza de los Toques de Pifanos y Tambores que se tocan Nuevamente
en la Ynfant? Espaiiola Compuestos por D™ Manuel Espinosa 1761» y se conserva en la Seccion
de Mtsica de la Biblioteca Nacional de Espaiia: <Manuel Espinosa: Libro de Toques de Pifanos
y Tambores. M. 2791. Pap., 28 fols., 16,7 x 24,1 cm., 6 pautados, 1761». Reproducimos aqui la
pagina donde aparece la Marcha.

Como quiera que sea, el Rey de Espana CARLOS III firm6 el 3 de septiembre de 1770 un decreto
por el que esta marcha militar se declaraba la Marcia de Honor Espasiola.

Esta Marcha Real ha arraigado de tal modo entre nosotros, sus notas majestuosas y sencillas
son tan adecuadas a la expresién de la realeza, que ni aun en las épocas de mayores turbulen-
cias revolucionarias pudo ser desterrada por completo, ni menos sustituida. Tanto es asi que
en el afio 1870, cuando subié al trono AMADEO DE SABOYA, el General PRIM abrié un concurso
para premiar y adoptar otro himno nacional; pero a pesar de que se presentaron 447 composi-
ciones, ninguna obtuvo el premio.

En 1937 Francisco FRANCO la declaré Himno Nacional por decreto, y desde entonces se usa
como tal, aunque el decreto no determinaba cual es la forma y texto que, como Himno, ha de
revestir esta Marcha.



FOREWORD

These variations are based on one of the most deeply rooted melodies in Spanish culture: the
Spanish Royal March, formerly known by various titles such as the Grenadier, Honorary,
Official or National March, nowadays it is revered as the Spanist National Anthem.

The history and origins of the Spanish Royal March remain shrouded in uncertainty, as the
identity of its composer is unknown. Two potential authors have been proposed: King of Prus-
sia FREDERICK II THE GREAT (1712-1786) and MANUEL KESPINOSA DE LOS MONTEROS
(1729-1810).

While it is documented that FREDERICK II THE GREAT composed not only military marches but
also sonatas for flute and harpsichord, the claim that he created the Spanish Royal March
rests solely on tradition. According to anecdotal accounts, when the Spanish ambassador Sir
PEDRO ABARCA DE BoLEA, Count of Aranda (1718-1799), had a farewell audience with the Prus-
sian king, FREDERICK presented him with “this military march, which I had intended to honor
my person.” However, there is no conclusive documentary evidence to support this theory.

In contrast, a Spanish manuscript from 1761 does include the March. This document is titled
“Book of the Ordinance of the Touches of Fifes and Drums that are played Again in the Spanish
Infantry Composed by Sir Manuel Espinosa 1761” and it is kept in the Music Section of the
National Library of Spain: “Manuel Espinosa: Book of Touches of Fifes and Drums. M. 2791.
Pap., 28 fols., 16.7 x 24.1 cm., 6 ruled, 1761.” We reproduce here the page where the March
appears.

Regardless of its precise origins, on September 3, 1770, the King of Spain, CHARLES III, issue
a decree declaring this military march to be he Spanist March of Honor.

The Spanish Royal March has become deeply ingrained in Spanish culture, with its majestic
and simple melodies suiting the expression of royalty. Even during periods of social and politi-
cal upheaval, the march could not be completely banished or replaced. In 1870, when AMADEO
OF SAvoy ascended to the throne, a competition was held to award and adopt a new national
anthem, but none of the 447 submissions were selected.

In 1937, FrRANCISCO FRANCO officially designated the Spanish Royal March as the Natzional
Anthem by decree, although the decree did not specify the form or text the march should take
as the national anthem.

English version: JAIME GARCTA SOLANA
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